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West Emory NEWS 

    It is hard to believe that January has 

flown by on the wings of crazy weather 

patterns and way too many cold and flu-

like illnesses. Despite the snow and freez-

ing temperatures of this past month, Feb-

ruary brings with it the promise of warmer 

days ahead and spring flowers emerging 

once more from their long winter hiberna-

tion. At least that is what we are all long-

ing for: Spring—the season of rebirth and 

resurrection.  
 

    If a picture is worth a thousand words, I 

hope that you enjoy a glimpse of some of 

the many events that touched our life as a 

congregation this past year. The Annual 

Report that follows reflects just a part of 

who we are as a family of faith in this 

place for this time in history.  
 

    As the Church and followers of Christ, 

we will soon be moving into the Season of 

Lent. On Ash Wednesday, March 5, we 

begin our Lenten trek through the desert 

wilderness toward Easter. Ash Wednesday 

derives it name from the penitential sack-

cloth and ashes mentioned frequently in 

the Old Testament. This 7 pm worship ser-

vice is very spiritually moving and inspir-

ing. If you have not participated before, I 

encourage to do so this year as a way of 

enriching your journey of faith. 
 

    Please keep our church family in your 

prayers and continue to listen for God’s 

leading as we seek to be God’s blessing 

to others in our community and in the 

world.  

 Your sister in Christ,  Miki 

West Emory Presbyterian Church Annual Report for 2013 
 

As we begin the year 2014 there is a lot for which to be grateful and a 

lot for which to look forward. The new year gives us the opportunity to 

ponder the people and events in our lives for which we are blessed; to 

take stock of the things we wish were different; to change the things 

that we are able to and to accept that which we can’t, to paraphrase a 

oft-quoted saying.  

  

The members and friends of West Emory Church continue to respond 

to leading of the Spirit using our gifts and resources in remarkable ways for the minis-

try and mission of Jesus Christ, to which we have all been called. We are reminded 

through the scriptures that “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). Because Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

has come among us, full of grace and truth, we can begin each new day, each new 

year with hope and the promise of new possibilities. 
 

As we reflect back over the year past, we can’t help but be blessed by the generous 

and Spirit-filled ministry of those who make up the West Emory Presbyterian Church 

family. One just has to glance over this Annual Report to be reminded of all the many 

ways this congregation has taken seriously our Savior’s call to discipleship. 
         (cont page 2) 
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Annual Report (cont from page 1) 
 

Though we may be a smaller membership congregation, 

our care for one another and our outreach beyond our 

doors is outstanding. As Ruling Elder Matthew White-

head has reminded us, we truly are:  

“The Little Church that Could, Did and Does.” 
 

As a family of faith, year after year, we continue to expe-

rience the energizing and inspiring presence of the Holy 

Spirit working in our midst through the persons and min-

istries that are a part of our mission. 
 

This past year we welcomed three new members and 

celebrated the birth and baptism of Olivia Ruth Hensley 

as well as the baptism of Cimone Locklar and her father, 

Cody Locklar. We rejoiced in the many celebrations and 

accomplishments of our children, youth and adults; 

grieved with those who lost loved ones and over the loss 

our beloved friend and church member, Deaton Smith; 

and prayed for those who are living with illness or chal-

lenging life circumstances.  
 

Our Pumpkin Patch ministry continues to 

be a blessing not only to this congrega-

tion and our neighbors, but also through-

out our community, across the state and 

around the world. Our total sales from the 

Patch were $20,355.84 of which we kept 

35% ($7,124.54). We received 

$1,343.74 in donations and made $786 

from the Fall Festival. 
 

Through the proceeds of the Patch and donations of 

church members and the Child Enrichment Center fami-

lies, we provided 150 families with Thanksgiving dinner 

through Knox Area Rescue Ministries. We are looking 

forward to sharing the remainder of the proceeds with 

other organizations and agencies like Family Promise of 

Knoxville, Living Waters for the World, FISH Hospitality 

Pantries, Wounded Warriors Project, John Knox Center 

and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Our community 

outreach through the Fall Festival provided arts and craft 

activities, games and hayrides, as well as bake, craft and 

book sales that were enjoyed by all. The proceeds for the 

Fall Festival will be used to supplement our youth pro-

gram. 
 

Our active, hands-on involvement 

in local and area missions gives 

us a better understanding of the 

needs of our neighbors and our 

call to respond as we are able. 

Maintenance of clean water systems in the Tennessee/

Kentucky border area through Living Waters for the 

World Appalachian Network and the hosting meals for 

homeless guest families that are sheltered and support-

ed in local churches through Family Promise continue to 

be a priority for us. The Christmas Angel Tree, participa-

tion in the annual Pasta Cook-Off and collection of sup-

plies for Family Promise are but a few of the projects 

that continue to bear fruit. 
 

Food donations for Second Harvest Food 

Bank, including 234 cans of “souper bowl” 

soup, the Two Cents-a-Meal offering that sup-

ports a large number of local groups and agen-

cies providing help to those in need, and the 

annual Souper Bowl of Caring Offering all are 

ways this congregation helps make a differ-

ence in the lives of so many in our area.  

In 2014 we reached our goal of 500+ cans of soup! 
 

The new ministry to our Military and their families and to 

the Police Officers, Firefighters and First Responders in 

our community is still going strong. This year our congre-

gation donated 150 Smoke Alarms to the Knoxville Fire 

Department. We were delighted to personally present 

this gift to representatives from the fire department in a 

worship service the first of November when we also 

made the local television news in keeping with the public 

service reminder to change fire alarm batteries. During 

the year donations for various disaster relief offerings 

were received along with the four special, ongoing offer-

ings of our denomination—One Great Hour of Sharing, 

Pentecost, Peacemaking and Joy Gift. 
 

We are very excited about our newest out-

reach ministry to children through KIDS 

HOPE USA. In partnership with our neigh-

borhood school, A. L. Lotts, we now have 

four mentors and one substitute working 

with four at-risk elementary students 

providing them academic and personal 

attention one hour a week. Two additional 

mentors are ready to join in the near future. This ministry 

is proving to be a blessing to all concerned. We are also 

delighted to welcome the Boy Scouts meeting in our 

church through our new sponsorship of Cub Scout Den 

with its four Cub Packs.                          (cont page 4) 
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Annual Report (cont from page 2) 

Work days, yard sales, church dinners, the Palm Sunday 

pancake breakfast and the Easter egg hunt, Thanksgiv-

ing luncheon and picnic on the grounds, after worship 

fellowship times and the annual Christmas Open House 

provide opportunities for our members, friends and visi-

tors to enjoy time together.  
 

Our new Dinner for Eight program contin-

ues to grow with four groups this year 

and a total of thirty participants. This fel-

lowship program is open to all adults and 

meets every other month. Our children 

and youth have participated in a variety 

of activities and a number have experienced the benefits 

of attending presbytery and denominational-wide camps 

and conferences. Our Women’s group sponsored a baby 

shower and continues the Prayer Shawl ministry, the An-

gel Tree and collections of household goods and clothes 

for Family Promise families and day center. 

 

We continue to be blessed by a gifted choir and musi-

cians and have been feed spiritually in worship and 

through the Lenten Bible study series and Sunday 

School programs. This year our sanctuary was trans-

formed with the addition of a purple draped rugged 

cross during Lent that gave witness to the resurrection 

as a outstandingly beautiful flower-bedecked cross on 

Easter Sunday. We celebrated our Pumpkin Patch minis-

try in worship with the second annual “Kirkin’ of the 

Pumpkins”, this year with the addition of a bagpiper. And 

we recognized in worship with appreciate the twenty-six 

years of dedicated service in our music ministry of our 

friend and remarkable piano accompanist, Louise Ed-

wards.  

 

The West Emory Child Enrichment Center continues to 

thrive and our grounds around the church again where 

alive with vegetables and flowers growing in our new 

raised garden beds cared for by the children and teach-

ers of the Center. Our church’s flower beds and grounds, 

indoor plants and sanctuary have never looked better 

under the loving care of a few dedicated individuals for 

which we are very grateful. This year also saw improve-

ments to and painting of the exterior of the church facili-

ties, new windows, carpeting, AC/Heating units in offices 

and classrooms, security lighting, relining of the parking 

lots, and enhancement of our lovely sanctuary door. 

Through the generous giving of time, talents and finan-

cial resources of our members and friends, the ministry 

and mission of West Emory Church is strong and vibrant.  

 

As we begin this new year together, may we look forward 

to the future with great energy and expectancy. May the 

light of God continue to shine forth through us into our 

community; may our beautiful rose window remain a 

beacon of hope and love even in the darkest of nights; 

and may our lives joyfully reflect the presence of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This is the good news of 

the gospel. Let us share it with the world.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the Past, Present and Future 

we give God Thanks and Praise. 
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        Let’s Have Dinner Together! 
 

We are getting ready to form four new 

groups for March and April and if you are 

not among the 30 folks who are already 

enjoying this fellowship experience, you 

are invited to join us for dinner. Gathering 

in four groups of eight to ten Dinner for Eight is a terrific way 

to enjoy great food, delightful fellowship and the opportunity 

to get to know other adults in our congregation better. So, if 

you have been thinking about it or have any questions, please 

contact Pastor Miki. You don’t have to host a group to partici-

pate.  

An Invitation —   
Music is an essential part 

of our worship together as 

the people of God. Over 

the years West Emory has 

been richly blessed by 

those who have shared 

their gifts so graciously to the glory of God as part 

of our wonderful Chancel Choir. If you enjoy singing 

we invite you to join this ministry as we prepare for 

Easter.  

Contact Gwen Bridge   

        Page 3
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An Update by David Little 

On Saturday November 16th Jon 

Michel and I were able to help two of 

our neighbors Lisa Waits and John 

Woods who live near Tazwell, TN. 

Both Lisa and John have systems installed by Living Wa-

ters for the World (LWW) some time ago but needed 

some help with problems. 
     

We first visited the house of Lisa Waits. You may recall 

Lisa as we had helped her in July of 2012. Lisa has a 

son named Harley who despite some dis-

abilities is now enrolled in a trade school 

and will be an excellent auto mechanic 

one day soon. After removing some of 

Harley’s tools so we could reach the wa-

ter system, we found that Lisa’s water 

had been contaminated and needed to 

have the house shocked with bleach. We 

also found that Lisa’s UV light needed to 

be replaced. The filters and UV light 

which we needed were on hand thanks to WEPC’s pump-

kin patch. Our church recently had used Pumpkin Patch 

funds to make donation to LWW that purchased extra 

supplies for Tazwell. In about 3 hours we had the water 

cleaned up and ready for use. Lisa was very happy to 

have her water system back to normal for both her and 

Harley.  
 

We then went to John Wood’s house. John told us a won-

derful story about how he knew that God wanted him to 

go to college despite having only a 5th grade education. 

John had severe epilepsy as a youth and this kept him 

out of school. His epilepsy eased as he became a teen-

ager and finally he was able to pass 

the GED and attend college where 

he majored in education. His first 

job teaching was at the very school 

that he had to leave as youth. He 

now teaches adults and teenagers 

who have had to leave high school 

and helps them pass their GED. 

John takes great pride in his owner-

ship of the water system and he had 

recently changed his UV light himself, which is not easy 

to do.  
 

We found that there were two problems with John’s sys-

tem.  One issue was easily fixed by changing a valve po-

sition. The second problem was that his water pressure 

is surging. Jon Michel crawled under his house, through 

the spider webs and found that the expansion tank for 

the system appeared to have a ruptured diaphragm. Un-

fortunately we were not able to do anything for John 

about this since the expansion tank will probably need to 

be replaced, but at least now John knows what the issue 

is and he is going to have a plumber come out and fix it.  
 

It was truly a blessing for us to be able to help our neigh-

bors in need. If others would like to go on the next visit 

please let me know and we will give you a call for our 

next adventure.  

 Peace and Blessings to all,     

    David Little 
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To our young people….. 
 

Corey Patton was named to the District 4-AA All Academic Team  

on December 10, 2013. 
 

Nathan Porras was inducted into the National Art Honor Society at Bearden High School on November 21, 2013. 

The NAHS recognizes students that have shown an outstanding ability in art.  
 

Robby Strachan was key player on Webb Spartans high school football team who won the Division IIA State 

Championship on Dec. 5, 2013 in Cookeville, TN. They beat St. George's School from Memphis 28-14. Robby 

(fullback, kicker and linebacker) finished his senior season with 931 rushing yards, 8 touchdowns, and 66 kick-

ing points. 
 

Marion Porras was inducted into the National Achievers Society, the National Urban League academic honor so-

ciety, on September 15, 2013. NAS recognized the academic achievements of 111 scholars from every high 

school in Knox County as well as Oak Ridge. 
 

Collin Patton was among 1,000 youth who auditioned for the East Tennessee School Band and Orchestra Associ-

ation's Junior Clinic Honors band for 6, 7, & 8 grades. There are two bands in the completion: Silver and Gold. 

Collin auditioned on the Alto Saxophone and made first chair in the Gold band. 
 

Leeanne Robertson graduated with a 3.59 GPA from UT on December 13, 2013 with a Bachelor of Arts in Psy-

chology. Blessed with a number of job offers she has accepted a position with the Department of Child Services 

in Clinton, Tennessee and begins work on February 18, 2014.      Page 4 
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A Heartfelt Thank You to all who helped make our Souper Bowl of Caring Offering and 

Soup Collection a wonderful success. We well exceeded our goal of collecting 500+ cans of 

soup. These items along with donations from our on-going food collection box will be donated 

this week to Second Harvest Food Bank. Over $230 was collected with the help of our young 

people and their soup pots. These monies will be used by various groups in our area who help 

those in need through our presbytery’s Centsability/Two Cents-a-Meal ministry.  
 

Two Cents-a-Meal Offering – The monies collected from 

our 2 Cents-a-Meal Offering each month are added to the offerings of other Pres-

byterian congregations in our presbytery and distributed to churches, agencies 

and organizations in our area who are helping the hungry and needy. To date, the 

Hunger Committee has distributed funds to the following ministries: 

     Food/Life Services of Campbell County: $500.00 in 2012 

 First Presbyterian Church of Spring City: $250.00 on 4/30/13 

  Roane County Coop Ministries: $3,000.00 on 10/11/13 
             [Photo by Jim Whitehead] 

   Fountain City Ministry Center: $1,000.00 on 10/11/13 

A Sample of the Special Offerings, Benevolences and Pledges given by the West Emory congregation 

in 2013 as compiled by our church treasurer and reported to the Presbytery of East Tennessee: 

      Pentecost Offering - $271 

  One Great Hour of Sharing Easter Offering -  $598 

    Christmas Joy Offering - $723   

Peacemaking Offering - $243.25 

       Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (Christmas Eve) - $332 

                    2 Cents-a-Meal Offerings – $964.07 

   John Knox Center - $500 

                Presbytery Pledge - $5,600 

 Souper Bowl of Caring - $193.64 

       

  Total Contributions - $9424.96  
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New Members/

Inquirers Class  

begins Feb. 16th 
 

If you have been 

thinking about be-

coming a member of 

the West Emory 

Church family or are 

interested in learning more about what it means to 

be Presbyterian, you are invited to join us February 

16 and 23 at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. The 

Session will be receiving new members on February 

23rd.  
 

Our Confirmation Class for Young People,  
middle-school and older, will begin on Feb. 16 also 

and continue through Easter.  
 

Please contact Pastor Miki for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jim and Marilyn Felts 

Knoxville, TN 37934-5316  

 

Tom and Sylvia Slack 

Knoxville, TN 37922 

 

Points to Ponder 
By Greg Robertson 
 

What do each of the 

following have in com-

mon in the life of 

WEPC? 
 

2x1x3x30 = 180 
 

2x2x3x30 = 360 
 

2x3x3x30 = 540 
 

2x4x3x30 = 720 
 

2x5x3x30 = 900 
 

3x1x3x30 = 270 
 

3x2x3x30 = 540 
 

3x3x3x30 = 810 
 

3x4x3x30 = 1080 
 

3x5x3x30 = 1350 



 

Ash  

Wednesday 

Service 

March 5  

7 pm 

 

Dear Members of West Emory Presbyterian,  
Thank you so much for bringing Christmas joy to 
three of our families [through the Angel Tree]! 
Your gifts were incredibly generous and so appre-
ciated. I got to see one of the moms as she picked 
up the gifts. Her smile said it all! Your giving spirit 
is what Christmas is all about. 
 

We are truly blessed and cannot wait for the new 
year in our new day center, The West View  
Sanctuary, 3545 Middlebrook Pike.  
 

We sincerely appreciate our partnership with 
West Emory as we work together to end home-
lessness—one family at a time. 
Many thanks,  

Mary Thomson LeMense,,  
Family Promise, Executive Director 
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 Calendar of Events 

February: 1 - Thomas 

Bridge and Linda White-

head, 2 - Tom Slack,  

4 - Dacia Maxwell-Hix, 

19 - Louise McCall and 

Sara Michel, 21 - Jenny 

Porras, 25 - Julie 

Michel, 28 - Michelle Hensley  

March: 6 - Suzette Ford, 8 - Kay Mounger,  

13 - Kay DeVore and Cimone Locklar, 18—Olivia 

Hensley; 20 - Jim Felts, 22 - Stan Johnson,  

28 - Rena McAlister 

     

    2 - Worship Service/Communion - 10:30 am 

 Souper Bowl of Caring Offering 

    9 - Worship Service - 10:30 am 

 2 Cents-a-Meal Offering 

  12 - Choir Rehearsal - 7 pm 

  14 - Happy Valentine’s Day! 

  16 - Worship Service - 10:30 am 

 New Members/Inquirers/Confirmation Class—9:30 am 

  20 - Session Meeting - 7 pm 

  21 - Presbytery Meeting, -  Chattanooga 

  23 - Worship Service -  10:30 am 

  26 - Choir Rehearsal - 7 pm 
 

    

 

 

    2 - Worship/Communion - 10:30 am 

    5 -  Ash Wednesday Service - 7 pm 

    9 -  1st Sunday in Lent  

 Worship Service - 10:30 am 

 Lenten Soup Supper -  6 pm 

 Daylight Saving Time begins 

  12 -  Choir Rehearsal - 7 pm 

  16 -  2nd Sunday in Lent -  Worship Service - 10:30 am 

 Lenten Soup Supper—6 pm 

  20 -  Session Meeting - 7 pm 

  23 -  3rd Sunday in Lent - Worship Service - 10:30 am 

 Lenten Soup Supper -  6 pm 

  30-  4th Sunday in Lent - Worship Service - 10:30 am 

 Lenten Soup Supper -  6 pm 

A reminder: The Session meets on  

Thursday, February 20 at 7 pm. 

It's registration time at West Emory! Our current families will re-

register their children for summer, fall and next spring. At the 

end of the month, we will see how many spaces we have to wel-

come some new children to our program for the new school year 

in August! 
 

We are having an easy fund-raiser selling “Enjoy the City” Knoxville coupon books 

from now until February 20th. We will use the money raised for some updates and 

new additions to our facility. The books are $20 each, and we earn 50% of all sales 

for our center. Contact Sheena if you'd like one. 
 

Beginning  March 1st our new hours will be 7:15 am to 6 pm, 15 minutes earlier 

than our current morning opening of 7:30 am. 
 

Our February themed days are: 4 – Sports Day; 14 - Red and Pink Day; 17 -Pajama 

Day; 26- Boots Day; 28- Dr. Seuss Day 

News from Child Enrichment Center - Sheena Johanns, Director  



Thank You to Steve Patton for the lovely hinges on 

our newly painted red doors. 
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Kirking of the 

Pumpkins 

 West Emory Church Family Album 

 Pumpkins, Pumpkins, 

Pumpkins !!!! 

 

Feeding the hungry crew 

Fall Festival hay rides 

Petting snakes and 

Painting pumpkins    

Books and Crafts 

Galore!  

Packing 150 Thanksgiving 

Boxes for KARM 



1035 Emory Church 

Road@ Westland Drive 

Knoxville, Tennessee 

37922 

Phone: 865-690-5333 

www.westemorypresbyterian church.org 

minister@westemorychurch.org 

The Mission of our congregation is to grow as disciples of our Lord and Savior  

Jesus Christ and to reach out into the community and the world in his name. 

Through worship, study, fellowship and outreach, we are committed to serve God 

with joy and enthusiasm and to welcome all persons into this family of faith,  

the Body of Christ. 

W e s t  E m o r y  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Ministers: 
  The Congregation 
Pastor: 
  The Rev. Dr. Augusta B. “Miki” Vanderbilt 
Music Director: 
  Gwen Bridge 

Pianist: 
  Louise Edwards 

Clerk of Session: 
  Belinda McCall 

Treasurer: 
  Bill Hall 

Christian Ed. Coordinator: 
  Linda Whitehead 
Director of Child Enrichment Center: 
  Sheena Johanns 

  More events in the life of our West Emory Church Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donation of 150 Fire Alarms  

 to the Knoxville  

  Fire Department 
Rena McAlister and  

Fire Department Officers 

The 

Hanging 

of the 

Greens 

 

Baptism of  

Olivia Ruth  

Hensley with 

parents Michelle 

and Matt Hensley 

and maternal 

grandmother  

Elder Vickie White 


